SAC 1: 
Essay on the ideas explored in a text and the ways social and cultural contexts are represented
· consider how the text may support or question particular aspects of society
· discuss aspects of the play that develop your interpretation and to understand the point of view being presented

Unit 1, AREA OF STUDY 2: Ideas and concerns explored in the text
Key Knowledge
· the ways in which characters and situations reflect or reveal human relationships and or comment upon society
· Aspects of society, ideas and behavior that texts appear to support or question
Key Skills
· Reflect upon the ideas and concerns raised by the texts
· Identify and comment on some of the techniques used in the texts
Resources
· The play!
· Handout from Cambridge checkpoints
· Chapter 5 from Insight: Literature for senior students, ‘views, values and contexts
· Handout of Cambridge Twelfth Night Study Guide
· No fear Shakespeare text/modern from sparknotes.com
· All the world’s a stage-in comprehension questions handout, great examples and quotes for each chapter
· Sample essay page 159-162 Insight
	What you need to know
	What you need to be able to do

	How contexts affect how texts are written and understood
Cultural 
Historical 
Ideological
Social 
	Identify the ways in which the text reflects the context in which it was created

	How a text examines, endorses or critiques the behavior of individuals or the underlying structures of society
	Analyse how a text 
Endorses
Challenges    or
Leaves          unquestioned various ideas and issues

	How the construction of a text affects our interpretation of its meaning
	Explain how a writer uses 
Characterisation
Setting
Form
Narrative
Tone
Style     to convey attitudes and explore ideas 

	How our own beliefs and values affect our understanding of texts
	Use detailed evidence from the text to justify your discussion of the texts views and values 











VIEWS AND VALUES IN A PLAY 
It’s important to understand the conventions of the period-Elizabethan England Theatre and the specific terms associated with these conventions and with drama in general
Studying the writers context: Research the author’s life and to find the influences on ideas and concerns in their writing by making a timeline
· Major events and Political situations
· Scientific or great discoveries  and new ideas
· Other great thinkers or writers
· Big issues of the day and how they were received
· It should indicate the major contributions of individuals and any CHIS connection to Shakespeare and his work
· Record important events before and after Shakespeare’s death
· What does the writer use from their particular context to illuminate ideas and or characters
Staging the play
· In the performance of a play the presentation of views and values will depend on features such as staging, acting, costumes and lighting. When studying the print text you can gain important information from the stage directions
· think about what the set would look like and the movement of characters on the stage
Dramatic Devices How does Shakespeare use the following to explore his concerns?
· The structure of the play
· The characters
· Conflict and confrontation
· Language, verse and imagery
· Point of view
Setting  Write a paragraph describing the setting of the play
· How do its social, historical and cultural settings reflect the authors context?
Structure and style
· Describe the structure of the play-play close attention to interweaving narratives
· From whose point of view do we see the events?
· How would you describe the style, tone, tense  and language of the language of the play? 
Characterisation the characters are representations of ‘types’ or viewpoints rather than fully rounded.
· Why did Shakespeare construct them like this?
· What does each character represent?
· What kind of language do they use?
· How do they respond to key events in the narrative?
· Aare there any images, mannerism, qualities or eccentricities associated with each character?
· How the character changed or grown by the end of the play?
· Note any parallels or contrasts between characters
· Consider the characterisation of the Feste, the fool 
Ideas explored in the play write a paragraph that expresses Shakespeare’s position on each of the following:
· Marriage and Love
· Men and women’s roles
· Grief-Emotion/reason
· Wit/stupidity
· Friendship
· Ambition
Identifying views, values and beliefs
· Identify the views , values beliefs expressed in the text
· Are these views, values and beliefs  endorsed, challenged or left unquestioned? 
· Use textual evidence to support your statements
· Write one or two sentences about views expressed in your text using the sample sentences in the table as a model
	Views
	Examples

	Ideas            Outlook
Opinions     Approach to
Attitudes    Perspective on
· Attitudes to issues, ideas or opinions
· Views can be un/favorable, or neutral 
· What does the author believe in, dis/approve of
· Do their values fit in with the society in which they are writing or have they challenged it?
· Opinions on how things should work, how people should behave and what is right or wrong
	· Preferences are often shown in the authors portrayal of characters, setting or relationships
· If the author doesn’t approve of an idea they attribute that to the least likeable character 
· An approach the author likes is attributed to characters the audience is sympathetic to
· Physical setting and social setting  can represent and or reveal the authors views and values
Right or Wrong behavior
E.g. sexual conduct, behavior towards the innocent/vulnerable and sacrilegious attitudes 

	Sample sentences-Critique
	Sample sentences-Endorse

	The writers view of their society id complex, but ultimately critical

The views of the female characters in this text are given much less consideration tan those of their male counterparts


	The text supports the view that it is better to understand differences between people than try to make everyone think in the same way




	Values
	Examples

	· Principle or core beliefs
· Qualities or attributes of human behavior and society 
· Principles we live by
· ideals
	Good
Honesty
Loyalty
Respect
Freedom
Bad behavior that isn’t valued will help determine what is valued

	Sample sentences-Critique
	Sample sentences-Endorse

	The writer critiques the values of 
The isolated protagonist/antagonist remains committed to their core values
	The author endorses….



	Beliefs 
	Examples

	Firm opinions held by a person, held to be true
	A religious conviction
Tradition
That people are fundamentally good
Our personalities are fashioned by experience, not by genes or gender

	Sample sentences-Critique
	Sample sentences-Endorse

	Among the many beliefs critiqued in this text are not only those of….but also those of….
	The text shows how people who have many different beliefs can learn to accept one another as human beings









CONSTRUCTING THE ESSAY
Introduction
· Establish what you see as the writers position on the view or value identified in the topic
· Indicate whether the focus of the topic is endorsed, challenged or examined by the writer
· Clarify why the writer regards the exploration of the view or value within the text as important
· Briefly explore this idea in terms of the writers context as a person and writer or in terms of the texts setting, narrative, imagery and characters
Body
· Consider how the text critiques, endorses or challenges the central view or value of the topic
Each paragraph must have:
· a topic sentence
· Use evidence from the text to support your point-not necessarily a quote
· Explain or justify your point
· Have a link to the next paragraph
Conclusion
· Explain how the writer ends the text and how or if this resolves the discussion of the view or value
· Make a strong statement about the impact of the writers treatment of the views and or values referred to in the topic
Checklist
· Have you maintained relevance to the topic? Remain conscious of all the key terms of the topic
· Does your response show how contexts may influence the construction of the text?
· Is your response a critical interpretation?
· Have you used textual evidence to support this interpretation

Views and values = attitudes beliefs and ideas of people and societies depicted in a text

Sample questions inviting a response on how the text draws on the ideas and attitudes
 of the time and place in which it was written and set:
· In Twelfth Night, Shakespeare argues that people are account table for their decisions and actions
· In Twelfth Night, Shakespeare positions the reader to condemn characters who fail to take responsibility for their own lives
· In Twelfth Night, Shakespeare endorses Viola’s good intentions, suggesting she is overwhelmed by circumstances
· In Twelfth Night, Shakespeare suggest that those in positions of power leader and citizens should act with moderation and moral responsibility
· In Twelfth Night, Shakespeare uses the characters of Malvolio to suggest that an obsession with social status can never lead to happiness
· In Twelfth Night, Shakespeare argues that people are unable to adapt to rapidly changing historical circumstances







Celebration 
· Twelfth Night, a feast, blast of high spirits in the middle of winter
A ‘Lord of Misrule’ was named to be master of ceremonies chose to swap places with their master
-sir Toby Belch and Maria or Olivia’s court could be seen as Lord and Lady Of misrule 
by setting up tricks on Malvolio and encouraging the dual between Sir Andrew and Cesario
· Malvolio can be seen as a stereotype of Puritan-obsessed with rules and regulations, full of his own importance, opposed to fun but ambitious for power. 
· Puritans believed men and women were responsible for their own actions before God and a strict moral life had no room for idle pleasure. They disliked the theatre and Shakespeare’s company of actors. The puritan influenced government was cause for many disagreements. 
· Is Shakespeare asking the audience to consider how close humour can be to nastiness?
Friendship
· Sir Toby is the man who turns ordinary life into a party, enjoys ‘cakes and ale’, shares his high spirits with others around him
-to Malvolio, “Dost though think, because thou art virtuous, there shall be no more cakes and ale”
· Is he just having a good time, being young and carefree?
· He is clearly attracted to Andrews’s wealth, “Send for money, knight” Does Toby know how to be a real friend?
 Does he care? He sets up the duel then rejects Andrews’s offer of help, insulting him when they are both wounded by Seb
· In contrast, Antonio follows his friend into danger, saves Sebastian (so he thinks) and is devastated when Cesario (who he thinks is Sebastian) rejects him
Wits
· Feste the fool  -Professional teller of jokes and singer of songs in Olivia and also Orsino’s court
Joins the fun but undercuts it with sad songs about the hardness of life ‘Pleasure will be paid one time or another…The whirligig of time brings in his revenges.’ ‘For the rain it raineth everyday’
· Is he a fool or is he the wisest character in the play?
· Andrew thinks he is witty, brave, young and good at languages and dancing but is he actually an idiot?
· Maria can match wits with other characters and succeeds in her plan to marry for rank, an intelligent move or not?
Love The play is about a contrast between love of oneself or the ideas of love and the love of somebody
· Most characters are destined, foreshadowed or desire to be married. For wealth and power or love?
· Maria yearns to rise in the ranks as does Malvolio
· Antonio is very fond of Sebastian but in the Elizabethan world homoerotic attraction cannot be fulfilled
· Olivia and Orsino are in love with their dreams, neither stops to think what substance there is to their feelings
· Andrew pursues Olivia without noticing how unlikely their partnership is
· Malvolio is so full of self love and dreams of marrying Olivia for the power he allows himself to be fooled by Marias letter
· Orsino responds to Violas love, Olivia marries Sebastian and Andrew leaves alone and no wiser and Malvolio swears revenge
· Olivia mourns for her brother but her mourning inward and loses touch with reality
Whilst Viola gets on with her life and clings to hope that her brother is alive-remembering the shipwreck and questions the captain
· Viola and Sebastian find each other, their other half  as do Orsino/Viola, Sebastian/Olivia, Sebastian/Antonio Toby /Maria
· Is Shakespeare commenting on the tradition of marriage?
· Self love-thinking of yourself and your feelings whilst pretending to be concerned with others
True love-forgetting about yourself and being committed to the other person. Do you agree?

Representations of gender
· Orsino is fond of Cesario for his feminine appearance which serves him well in getting to Olivia, but is also teased for it
· Antonio is fond of Sebastian who is Violas twin, and looks alike, Olivia is fond of Cesario who speaks from the heart
· Think of the characters held in a favorable light and those who are not, what qualities do they possess?
· Is dishonesty an unfavorable action or is it approved of? Consider Viola, Duke, Olivia, Malvolio, Feste
· Is Shakespeare commenting that gender stereotypes are a misrepresentation and discriminate females and males? 
· Is he commenting on Queen Elizabeth and her feminine/masculine qualities?
· What are Viola’s reasons for cross dressing? Are they decided upon due to the beliefs a woman’s place in the world?
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